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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
This study examines the reform of the United Nations' Security Council in the light of Immanuel Kant's political theory. The present
constitutional structures of the international law with their basis in the United Nations' Charter are compared with Kantian political ideas.
Normatively, the present United Nations does not meet the Kantian requirements of international right, because the United Nations is only a
'federation of states', not a 'federation of free states'. Before a federation of free states could be established, the states should become states that
respect human rights and have government that genuinely represent the people.
The principles of the United Nations' Security Council reform should be based on the strengthening role of the international law. The Kantian
way of reforming the Security Council is to establish an international federation of free states. The rights-respecting nations, i.e. the liberal
democracies, should enter into a contract with each other and subject themselves to the international law. Specifically, the principle of human
rights should be lifted above the principle of state sovereignty. Ultimately, this means that such difficult questions as national self-determination,
the borders of individual states and the use of international force should be subjected to the rule of law.
The role and authority of the Security Council should be revised to constitute only executive power. The executive power should be given to
those willing to be responsible for world security and those respected by the other states. The limits of the executive power, and the international
use of force, can be rightfully set only by an independent court.
In view of history, applying the Kantian principles of international right in all their ramifications could be a dangerous undertaking today. But on
the other hand, there are indications that at least limited reform measures resembling the Kantian ideas are becoming inevitable. In addition, in
order to promote international justice, states should make their opinions on the reform of the Security Council public.
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